The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
junction and proper liaison had been assured The Danube Army was placed under the orders of General Kosch. The gth Army was to be detached from the Archduke Charles' Group. Until all this was done the German G.H.Q. had to exercise direct command in the conduct of the operations.
The Danube Army started its forward march on November 25th. On the 26th they crossed the Vedea, and on the 30th their left wing, after heavy fighting, forced its way across the valley of the Nejlov south-west of Bucharest', while the right wing, keeping level with them, advanced down the Danube.
On the 27th the Alpine Corps had fought its way out of the Rotenturm Pass into the plain, had entered Pitesti on the 2gth, and on the following day, by exerting their main pressure north of the Arges, gained ground to the south-east. This made it possible for the right wing of the Kronstadt group, which was involved in heavy fighting north of Campulung, to debouch from the mountains.
Further back stood General Kiihne. His infantry divisions had made terrific efforts to force a crossing at Slatina, instead of immediately crossing farther south near Caracal, as the Cavalry Corps had done, and thus gaining time, in spite of having to make a detour. They only crossed the Aluta in the course of the 27th, and on the soth were still about eighty kilometres from the left wing of the Danube Army and the right of Krafft's Group.
The Rumanian High Command had intended to hold up Generals von Krafft and Kiihne, and attack the Danube Army. Their first object was apparently to hold these two groups on the mouths of the mountain passes at Curtea de Arges and Rimnicu Valcea and the line of the Aluta. When this was no longer possible, they tried again and again to make their ist Army, fighting hard, stand on some line further back, so as to take full advantage even at the eleventh hour of their situation with regard to the Danube Army.
On December ist the left wing of the Danube Army was very heavily attacked south-west of Bucharest and pushed back. The German troops who had already crossed the Nejlov were
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